Abstract
Introduction

Intestinal fluid transport is driven by active ion transport with absorption being driven by cations and fluid secretion being driven predominantly by Cl
Ϫ secretion [1] . Normally [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] , and their role in promoting fluid and electrolyte secretion is well documented. Pathological conditions that increase bile acid delivery to the colon, such as short bowel syndrome [8, 9] , defects in bile acid transporters [10] , inflammatory bowel disease [11, 12] , microscopic colitis [13] and irritable bowel syndrome [14] , are often accompanied by diarrhoea. Furthermore, bile acid sequestrants are well-established therapeutic tools for alleviating diarrhoea in such conditions [8, 12, 13, 15, 16] . Mechanisms 
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After treatment T84 monolayers were lysed in ice-cold lysis buffer (1% Triton-X-100, 1 mM NaVO4, 1 g/ml leupeptin, 1 g/ml pepstatin, 1 g/ml antipain, 1 mM NaF, 1 mM EDTA and 100 g/ml PMSF in PBS shown in Fig. 6A [26, 27] [18] , and our findings are consistent with the view that basolateral transporters are necessary for uptake of hydrophilic, conjugated bile acids into colonic epithelia [23, 25, 35] . We also examined the effects of the naturally occurring isomers of DCA, isodeoxycolic acid and lagodeoycholic acid. We have previously shown that, similar to DCA, lago-DCA acutely stimulates Cl Ϫ secretion across colonic epithelial cells at high concentrations, whereas iso-DCA was without effect [18] 
